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alternating peaks and troughs and a second band-like element having alternating pkaks and 
troughs, the first and second band-like elements adjacent one another, and ! 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating bandj-like elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first eid, 

i 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band- 
like element and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, first mtercJnecting 
elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path aljng the first 
band-like element, the first path having a first length, and via a second path along ie second 
band-like element, the second path having a second length, wherein the first path length is 
different from the second path length. | 



Please add new claim 53 as follows: 

--53.(New) The stent of claim 50 wherein the first path length is longer than thejsecond path 
length.- 

REMARKS 

This supplemental amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action dated 
July 31, 2000. Applicant has amended claims 39-41, 45-47 and 50 to improve the Readability of 
the claims. The amendments do not narrow the scope of the claims. New claim 53 has been 
added. New claim 53 is supported by Fig. 2 as filed. No new matter has been added by the 
amendments. 
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CONCLUSION 

It is believed that the present application is in condition for allowance. Early 
action to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



Date: April 18, 2001 
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39.(Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent comp rise; 

a plurality of undulating hand-like elem e nts having alt ernating p eaks and troug h 
the plurality of undulating band-like elements including at lea st two interconnected non-abutting 
undulating band-like elements located at a proximal end of the stent and at least two 
interconnected, non-abutting undulating band-like elements located at a distal end bf the stent, 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like 
element, [having alternating first peaks and first troughs, the first peaks longitudinally aligned 
with one another and the first troughs longitudinally aligned with one another,] a second 
undulating band-like element [having alternating second peaks and second troughsj the second 
peaks longitudinaJly aligned with one another and the second troughs longitudinal^ aligned with 
one another] and a third undulating band-like element, [having alternating third pe|ks and third 
troughs, the third peaks longitudinally aligned with one another and the third troughs 
longitudinally aligned with one another] the second undulating band-like element disposed 
between me first and third undulating band-like elements, and j 

a jlurality of interconnecting elements extending hetween u ndulating band -dike element* 
whic h are adjacent one another, each interconnecting el e ment having * first end and a second end 
which is offset circ umferential) y an d l o ng itudinally along the stent from the first erjd , 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and 
second interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a first fend and a 
second end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the sebond end, 
each second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first ehd 
circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] j 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the first undulating 
band-like element and [second] troughs on the second undulating band-like element, 

the second interconnecting elements extending between [second] peaks on the second 
undulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the third undulating band-like dlement, 

wherein the number of [first] peaks of the first undulating band-like elemenj separating 
circumferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less than the number of Isecond] 
P ea * s Pf the second undulating hand-like element separating circumferentially adjaient second 
interconnecting elements. j 
40.(Amended) The stent of claim 39, the plurality of undulating band-like elements 

further comprising a fourth band-like element having alternating [fourth] peaks and! [fourth] 
troughs, | 

the plurality of interconnecting elements further comprising third interconnecting 
elements extending between [third] peaks on the third undulating band-like element and [fourth] 
troughs on the fourth undulating band-like element, ] 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the tiurd 
interconnecting element nearest to it by a single [third] peak of the third undulating kand-like 
element and a single [third] trough of the third undulating hand-like element i 
41 .(Amended) The stent of claim 40 where one third interconnecting elemerjt extends 

from every third [third] peak of the third undulatin g band-like element f 
45.(Amended) The stent of claim 40 wherein the first undulating band-like ejement is 

I 
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characterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized 
by a second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second amplitude, | 

46. (Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent comprising: j 

ft plural ity pf modulating band-like elements having alternating peakb and trou ghs, 
the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a proximal undulating baxjd-like 
element of a single first wavelength and single first amplitude having alternating [first] peaks and 
[first) troughs, an intermediate undulating band-like element of a single second wayelength and 
single second amplitude having alternating [second] peaks and [second] troughs, aijd a distal 
undulating band-like element of a single third wavelength and single third amplitude having 
alternating [third] peaks and [third] troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like (blement 
disposed between the proximal and distal undulating band-like elements, and ; 

A plurali ty qf interconnecting elements extending b etween undul atin g band-frike elements 
which p adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a secnn4 ^ 
ydiich is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first cAd L 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and 
second interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a first end and a 
second end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end, 
each second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first ejad 
circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] ( 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the prdximal 
undulating band-like element and [second] troughs on the intermediate undulating iand-like 
element, i 

the second interconnecting elements extending between [second] peaks on tfie 
intermediate undulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the distal undulating band-like 
element, j 

"wherein the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend from everfy third [first] 
peak of the proximal undulating hand-li ke element and the second ends of the secoAd 
interconnecting elements extend from every third [third] trough of the intermediate -undulating 
band-like element. [ 

47. (Amended) The stent of claim 46 wherein the plurality of undulating band-like 
elements further comprises a second distal undulating band-like element having alternating 
[fourth] peaks and [fourth] troughs, the second distal undulating band-like element distal to the 
distal undulating band-like element, I 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including third interconnecting elements 
extending between [third] peaks on the distal undulating band-like element and [foiirth] troughs 
on the second distal undulating band-like element, [ 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a single [third] peak and a [single] third trough of the distal jundulating 
band-like element j 

50.(Amended) [The. stent of claim 1 J A stent comprising : \ 

a Plurality of undulating band-like elem ents having alternating peak*! and troughs. 



the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first band-like element having 
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alternating [first) peaks and [first] troughs and a second band-like element having ilternating 
[second] peaks and [second] troughs, the first and second band-like elements adjacent one 
another, and [ 

3 plurality pf interconnecting elements extending fatween undulating band-llike elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecti n g element having a fW e nd an d a seqq nd end 
whiph is offset circumferentiallv and lo ngitudinall y along the ^nt from the first^iid 

[the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, each 
first interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first end circiimferentially 
and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the firk undulating 
band-like element and [second] troughs on the second undulating band-like element first 
interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path 
along the first band-like element, the first path having a first length, and via a second path along 
the second band-like element, the second path having a second length, wherein the ifirst path 
length is different from the second path length. f 
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